
Recalling Jake Corbett’s accomplishments and demeanor, I can’t help but picture him 
sitting in last year’s AP Language and Composition class, in his usual spot in our 
circle, with a pensive expression on his face.  Jake invariably raised his hand and 
said, “That reminds me of something we learned in Sociology class” or history class 
or some other class.  This quality is one of Jake’s most impressive—he is a thinker, 
one who makes connections among seemingly disparate things, which is reflective of 
a perceptive mind.  I always eagerly anticipated the points he made because they 
opened up connections between what we read and the larger world—something vital 
for a scholar.
Additionally, Jake is an excellent writer.  He writes with the grace of a poet and the 
precision of an analyst.  I must admit that I have gushed over his writing with his 
current English teacher, Mrs. Young; we both agree that his introductions are 
captivating!
His poetic nature was evident in a number of pieces he wrote for our class, including 
a meditation on a tennis match.  Jake wrote about it metaphorically, likening the 
match to battle, with the players as gladiators.  Not only was it poetic, but combined 
his knowledge of myth with his passion for his sport.  Such intensity is characteristic 
of Jake; he approaches challenges and life with enthusiasm and openness.  His 
leadership and approachability are evident in his role as senior captain of the tennis 
team, of which he’s been a member for three years; he has also been a soccer player 
for all four years of high school.  Jake’s achievements are not limited to the playing 
field; he’s also been involved in Academic Quiz Bowl.
Jake Corbett embodies all the finest qualities of a Verona HS student; he is a scholar, 
a leader, a collaborator, and a gentleman.  He will take his many talents to 
Northeastern University in the fall; I know he will meet his challenges there with the 
strength of a gladiator and the heart of a poet.  It is an honor to induct Jake Corbett 
into the National Honor Society.


