
Shelley Herman

Shelley Herman is a modest, compassionate, and brilliant young woman who works as hard as any of the students 
in our high school.  Those who don’t know her well view her as quiet, polite, and smart.  But those of us who do 
know her well think that assessment only scratches the surface.  Shelley’s intellectual prowess and interests run 
deep.  She has sought out the most difficult academic challenges in crafting her academic schedule, taking the 
highest-level courses which our school offers, and she has met those challenges by earning grades which place her 
among the top students in our school.  Shelley is universally respected by her teachers, coaches, and fellow 
students and teammates, because of her work ethic and consistent pursuit of excellence.

Shelley is also the reason why we’re not allowed to climb “The Climbing Tree” at Mr. Stiefbold’s house next to 
Forest Avenue school.  Now for those of you in the audience who are not Forest Avenue Bulldogs, I must explain 
what the Climbing Tree is.  The Climbing Tree is a tree at Mr. Stiefbold’s house, which sits right next to Forest 
Avenue school.  After school, you can see a few kids taking turns climbing up this natural jungle gym we know 
as the Climbing Tree.  So when Shelley was in elementary school, she was climbing in the climbing tree and fell 
and broke both her arms in one fall.    To this day, I will not allow my kids to climb in the climbing tree.  And my 
wife still will not allow me to climb in the climbing tree….thanks a lot Shell.

Now in addition to being a tremendous student, Shelley is a fantastic athlete.  Since her freshman year Shelley has 
been a member of the Varsity Softball team, in spite of having one of the most ineffective 8th grade softball 
coaches in the history of the VBSL…uh that would be me…..i think we were 1 and 11 that year.

Shelley’s academic excellence has recently been recognized by the Confucious Institute of Rutgers University.  
Shelley was one of about 20 students in the state to be selected to study in China this summer as part of their 
Chinese Summer Bridge Program.   

Shelley has also made tremendous contributions to our school’s music program, which should surprise no one  
because it is in Shelley’s DNA.  Both of her parents were members of the VHS Marching Band back in the uh 
ummm…1990’s I think it was.  Let’s call it the 90’s.  I don’t want to get in trouble up here.  As a saxophonist, 
Shel has excelled as a member of our award-winning marching band, the Marching Maroon & White, and award-
winning jazz band, Verona Jazz & Beyond.  And in this year’s Jazz Band Concert, Shelley closed the show with a 
solo vocal performance at the end of the band’s cover version of the popular song “Some Nights’ by the group 
Fun.  Even those of us who know Shelley well were a little surprised that Shelley would agree to sing a solo in 
front of 600 people, but we were not surprised with the result.  She was great.   Even better than Dan Li as 
Lumiere in that 4th grade version of Beauty in the Beast.  But seriously, Shelley sang beautifully, exhibiting the 
same excellence she does on the softball field and in the classroom.

Shelley you have made us all very proud.  As an athlete, a musician, and mathematician and computer scientist, 
you are a true Renaissance Woman: But please, please keep away from that climbing tree, OK.
It is now my honor to induct Shelley Herman into the National Honor Society.


