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The next inductee can lie, mislead, trick, and cry on demand. Though not attributes 

appropriate for a college recommendation, these qualities made her an important member of the 

Verona High School community over the past few years. With her leadership as a key witness in 

mock trial, the team advanced to this year's semifinal round of the county tournament. She 

always had the toughest roles - as a defendant or plaintiff. She was on trial, or was suing 

someone else. The judges - successful attorneys, people who see a lot of lying - were amazed by 

her ability to keep in character. 

What a fitting word for her- Character. The inductee has it - exudes it perhaps. In the 

courtroom, she will make sure that you don't mess with her. I'm serious - watch out. Outside of 

it, she is an approachable, honest, mature, and friendly young woman. She is usually surrounded 

by friends and younger students to be mentored. 

For someone who is introspective and pensive, it is interesting that the inductee does not 

like a quiet or idle room. She is a "doer." She takes charge, and can organize anything. Another 

famous take charge personality, Theodore Roosevelt said, "Far better is it to dare mighty things, 

to win glorious triumphs, even though checkered by failure, than to take rank with those poor 

spirits who neither enjoy much nor suffer much, because they live in the gray twilight that knows 

not victory nor defeat." The most active and triumphant my classroom was when I had the 

privilege of teaching this inductee. When debate days were upon us, the other students always 

wanted her on their side. She was fierce. Regardless of whether she agrees with a position or not, 

she can argue passionately and eloquently - the true mark of a scholar. She would similarly 



encourage other members of the group to participate. She had the maturity and leadership to 

know that it was not her job to talk all of the time. The other students were empowered by her 

energy. 

This inductee has developed many skills and positive attributes at a young age. What is 

more impressive is that once she has mastered something, she wants to teach the skill to others. 

She is a natural teacher, mentor, and coach. Once she garnered accolades as a mock trial witness, 

she devoted a great deal of time to working with new members. When she shared with me this 

year her desire to become an occupational therapist, I was delighted, but not surprised. It is 

apparent that she cares about the well-being of others. She has the patience that it will take to 

teach someone to recover from an injury or illness. I have no doubt that she will stand-by her 

clients as they struggle through re-learning every day activities. This inductee's genuine interest 

in helping others, combined with her academic abilities will make her a good occupational 

therapist after many long years of intense preparation. It is her compassion and caring nature, 

however, that will make her a GREAT future healthcare professional. 

It is a privilege to induct Nicole Farbaniec into the National Honor Society. 


